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Abstract

The honorific "Righteous Among Nations", awarded by the Commission for
the Designation of the Righteous in Yad Vashem since 1963, was since its
conception a symbolic diplomatic tool in Israeli foreign relations. The title
was meant to be a "bridge" between the state of Israel and other European
states, and to allow her and them to have diplomatic relations despite the
memory of the Holocaust. The initiative to give the title officially began
because of the fear of Israeli leaders from the implication of the Eichmann
Trial of 1961, and that the constant emphasis on the horrors of the
Holocaust, will hurt Israeli relations with Europe.

This article examines the historical background for the granting of the
honorific, the establishment of the Commission for the Designation of the
Righteous in Yad Vashem, and how its members dealt with political matters
in its debates, for example in the debates regarding awarding former
diplomats and government officials. Furthermore, | will examine the
involvement of the Israeli Foreign Ministry in the work of the Commission,
which had an official representative from the ministry, and in the awarding
of the title in general. I will show how the official ceremonies for the
Righteous were meant to strengthen the relations between Israel and
different European nations. | will also review a specific event, in which
Israeli diplomats made and active effort to bring to recognition a West
German diplomat as a Righteous Among the Nations.
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