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Ehud manor

""An infantile judgement' - Dayan, Alon,
nuclear ambiguity and the debate over Israel’s

place in the region

The importance of Moshe Dayan and Yigal Alon in the
political and security history of Israel is uncontested. There is no
dispute either that the two were political rivals. Yet, the prevailing
tendency is to view this rivalry in terms of personal competition. The
purpose of this article is to argue that, contrary to this perspective, the
conflict between them should be understood as a political struggle
over their vision for Israel's future. Our basic assumption is that, from
its inception, Israel faced a "fundamental security” challenge which
influenced its society, culture and economy. Since decisions are
forged and taken in the political field, the political field must be the
center of study. In this article, the main issue considered is the debate
over lIsrael's nuclear policy, over which Alon and Dayan confronted
sharply since the early 1960s. The article analyses the main
crossroads of this debate, and the political and historiographical
controversies pertaining to Dayan and Alon's opposition - which have
endured since their passing in the early 1980s.
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